
  good music guide  filter  17

So says Chino Moreno as he hangs in Austin, Texas, within spitting distance of Kanye 
West, Lady Gaga, Chris Martin and other larger-than-life musicians who would probably 
have a cow if they weren’t bestowed with that titular honor.

Make no mistake about it, Moreno is not one of them. His stature in hard rock might 
measure up to theirs in rap and pop, respectively, but the singer of Deftones and ††† 
(spoken as “crosses”), the noirish electro-rock side project that prompted his jaunt to South 
By Southwest and will soon take him to Coachella, is a different breed.

For one thing, he hates writing lyrics. Always has, even since the first Deftones album, 
1995’s Adrenaline.

“So many of those songs didn’t even have lyrics, it was just me scatting,” says Moreno, 
who Hit Parader, MetalSucks and other heavy metal authorities have named one of the 
genre’s best vocalists of all time.

“It was just pure laziness—or me being scared to write lyrics. I don’t feel like I have 
a lot to say, and I don’t like to go in writing a song about this person or this situation,” he 
continues. “I don’t have a political agenda or anything I need to convince people of—that’s 
not the type of writer I am. I react better to rhythms and melodies; that’s the way I come 
up with lyrics.”

Essentially, Moreno has just given the CliffsNotes version of †††. After he stumbled 
across some rough ideas that longtime friend Shaun Lopez (of indie-rock legends Far) and 
Chuck Doom had laid down for a rotating cast of singers, Moreno stepped up to the mic.

It didn’t take long for Lopez and Doom to realize they had found their guy, who they 
courted even though he was busy working on Deftones material.

“I said, ‘I’m in, as long as we work on it very nonchalantly—no stress, no hype,’” recalls 
Moreno, who recently ditched living in Los Angeles for a rural town in Oregon. “We worked 
on it when and how we wanted to, with no pressure other than [our desire] to make some 
tunes together.”
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Moreno’s relaxed approach to ††† can be appreciated even more given his 
unceremonious virgin experience with side projects. Back in 2003, he was ready to release 
the first album by Team Sleep, a dream-pop affair whose affiliates included Mike patton, 
pinback’s rob Crow and others.

But then song leaks and major-label contractual issues got in the way, complicating 
what seemed intended to be a cathartic exercise.

With †††—which, somewhat similar to Team Sleep, weaves free-flowing and hard-
edged rock beats with eerie electronic music—Moreno has taken the opposite approach. 
After the trio assembled 20 songs, they beat the pirates by releasing a batch of songs for 
free in August 2011.

“We did it with nothing more than a tweet or Facebook post,” he says. “people found it 
themselves, and that was a big catalyst to keep us going: When I find music that’s unsolicited 
that I stumble upon myself, I tend to appreciate it more.”

Living up to their promise to play it cool with †††, the three-piece took a year off to 
work on other projects. (For Moreno, that meant hunkering down on Deftones’ last studio 
album, Koi No Yokan—considered to be one of their strongest to date.)

But a funny thing happened while ††† kept themselves on the down-low: people 
started to take notice, including Sumerian records, which offered to buy the band’s Eps 
and issue them in the form of a proper record.

His hands full with Deftones—and palms, an even 
more ethereal side project featuring three members 
of now-defunct sludge-metal heroes Isis—Moreno 
nonetheless green-lighted the ††† full-length.

“It seemed like a no-brainer,” he reasons. plus, he 
had stumbled across an exciting new challenge: “Getting 
into a hole and trying to climb out. It forces you to let the 
music speak for itself. There are dues to pay; I don’t ever 
expect that I’m going to put something out and it’s going 
to be at a certain level. So we need to do the work and 
familiarize people with it.”

Which brings us back to why Moreno is in Austin, a 
place where new bands try to break out and veterans try 
to resolidify their status. Moreno is the odd man out here, 
since—as an established artist calling attention to one of 
his other projects—he doesn’t fit into either camp.

So, why is he promoting ††† with appearances at 
SXSW and Coachella, a performance on Jimmy Kimmel 
Live and music videos to boot? Especially when a new 
Deftones record is imminent and would inevitably kill 
any momentum that ††† might gain?

The answer is simple, according to Moreno.
“I really like the record that we made and want as 

many people to hear it as possible,” he insists. “I’m really 
proud of it, how it sounds as a cohesive work. It wouldn’t 
have come out that way if we had planned it.”  F

I DON’T FEEL LIKE I HAvE A 
LOT TO SAy. I DON’T HAvE A 
pOLITICAL AGENDA... I rEACT 
BETTEr TO rHyTHMS AND 
MELODIES; THAT’S THE WAy I 
COME up WITH LyrICS.
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